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PAINT MY PHOTO
By Susan Chambers
Looking for inspiration? Think some of your photos might be good reference photos for
artists? Want to expand your horizons? Artists can run into trouble using photos without
permission of the photographer due to copyright infringement, but there’s a solution.

Credit: John Redfern
"Twilight Visitors," is an acrylic painting done by John Redfern,
who lives in Canada, of two mule deer drinking water at the
Owyhee River in Oregon. Redfern based his painting on Susan
Chambers' photo.

Credit: Susan Chambers
This is the original photo on which artist John
Redfern based his "Twilight Visitors" painting

The Paint My Photo online resource at http://paintmyphoto.ning.com/ is a joint global
community between photographers and artists, where they share their photos and artwork.
As the PMP site introduction states, it’s “for the sharing of reference photos for creating
derivative artwork ... without copyright worries.” Photographers from around the world post
their digital images and tag them with popular words that make searches easy. Artists who use
(Continued page 2)
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one of the photos upload their work with a link to the original photo. Other users, both
photographers and artists, can comment, critique and provide feedback on photos and artwork.
Artists are free to sell works based on the photos.
PMP is a membership-only site, but membership is free. The administration depends on
donations through PayPal and a dedicated staff to keep it humming along nicely.
Though the PMP site was designed primarily to bridge the gap between photographers and
artists, it has grown substantially. Photographers can discuss techniques and participate in
monthly challenges. For artists, there are communities and groups to facilitate networking with
other artists working in the same medium or style. The talented artists and writers at PMP also
produce a monthly print magazine, posted at: http://issuu.com/paintmyphoto
As a photographer, I find it fascinating to see how an artist uses a photo. For example, I uploaded
a photo of a green tree frog and another of two mule deer drinking at the Owyhee River. John
Redfern, a landscape and wildlife artist specializing in acrylic, oil and pastel from Canada,
created “Twilight Visitors,” based on the mule deer. Claire Bartlett, an artist based in the United
Kingdom, painted “Froggie,” a picture of the green tree frog. Both are superb and have improved
upon photos I never would have considered entering in photo contests or printing. It’s fascinating
to see the creativity of other artists.
On the flip side, I’m just starting out in the world of watercolor painting. I’ve done one
watercolor sketch of a female cardinal from a photo taken by Bonnie Sitter and I’m in the midst
of painting a scene from “Snowfall in the City,” a photo by Viacheslav, a photographer in
Moscow, the Russian Federation.
The talented lot of photographers and artists makes exploring the Paint My Photo website akin to
going on a treasure hunt.
You’re bound to find inspiration,
whether photographer or artist – or both.

John Redfern’s profile and gallery on
Paint My Photo:
http://paintmyphoto.ning.com/profile/JohnRedfern
Claire Bartlett’s profile, gallery and links:
http://paintmyphoto.ning.com/profile/ClaireBartlett
https://www.facebook.com/SitAndFidgetArts
www.sitandfidget.weebly.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A WEBSITE FEATURED HERE
PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITOR!

Credit: Claire Bartlett
“Froggie," by artist Claire
Bartlett, based in the U.K., is a
derivative work from a photo by
Susan Chambers.
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Credit: Susan Chambers
This original photo, taken with a
point-and-shoot camera, is of a
green tree frog on the door of a
house in Myrtle Point. UK artist
Claire Bartlett used it as the basis
for a painting.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – FEBRUARY & MARCH 2015
PHOTO THEME/IMAGINATION CHALLENGE: FEBRUARY – RAIN DROPS
PHOTO THEME/IMAGINATION CHALLENGE: MARCH - RUSHING/MOVING WATER

FEBRUARY 2015
MONDAY,FEBRUARY 2 - Meeting
6:30 PM North Bend Medical Center
2nd floor conference room
Members' Only Competition – Electronic
Traditional (4 of 6)
Talks -n- Training – Nat Geo Photographers
Show & Tell, Critique, After & Before, Monthly
4Cs Entries Accepted (all divisions/classes)

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 – 4C’s judging
3:00 PM Elise’s home (See article for information)
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9 - Board Meeting
6:30 PM Peggy Coopers Home
MONDAY, – FEBRUARY 16, Meeting
6:30 PM North Bend Medical Center
2nd floor conference room
Members' Only Competition - Traditional
Electronic (5 of 6)
Show & Tell, Critique, After & Before
50/50 Raffle, Printed Material Exchange

MARCH 2015
MONDAY, MARCH 2 - Meeting
6:30 PM North Bend Medical Center
2nd floor conference room
Members' Only Competition – Color Print (4 of 4)
Talks -n- Training – TBA
Show & Tell, Critique, After & Before, Monthly
4Cs Entries Accepted (all divisions/classes)

MONDAY, MARCH 9 - Board Meeting
6:30 PM Peggy Coopers Home
MARCH 14-16
SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT
MONDAY, – MARCH 16 - Meeting
6:30 PM North Bend Medical Center
2nd floor conference room
Members' Only Competition Electronic Creative
(6 of 6)
Talks -n- Training - Shooting Sunsets
Show & Tell, Critique, After & Before
50/50 Raffle, Printed Material Exchange

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY – Shoot Out
TBA

NOTE: Last minute schedule changes can
be found on Facebook and/or the OCPA
website. We will post any cancelations or
changes as they happen.

www.oregoncoastphotoclub. Org
email: ocpaproofsheet @ yahoo . com
facebook.com/oregoncoastphoto
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Trivia Corner by Curt Benward
What could be in your camera bag that is also in a lighthouse?
With the club having a shootout at the Umpqua Lighthouse in January, I thought it would be
interesting to see if there are any connections between lighthouses and photography. Of
course living on the coast means in addition to sunsets and bridges, lighthouses tend to be a
popular photographic subject. Hey, we had the Bandon Lighthouse in a scavenger hunt, the
Cape Argo Lighthouse on a shootout and now a trip to the Umpqua Lighthouse. But maybe
there is even more of a relationship.
The Umpqua Lighthouse has an interesting history. It was originally built in 1857 much
closer to the ocean than its current location. Unfortunately, the location was a poor
choice. A gale and subsequent storm washed out the foundation causing the lighthouse to
collapse in 1864. Instead of immediately rebuilding the Umpqua Lighthouse, a lighthouse at
Cape Arago was built. Finally, a new lighthouse was built on the Umpqua River at its
current location in 1894. The lighthouse was given a fancy first-order Fresnel lens with a
920 mm focal length manufactured in Paris. The lens allowed the light to be concentrated
into a powerful beam. It completes a revolution every two minutes with a signature two
white flashes followed by a red flash. Before automation the light keeper had to wind up
the weight mechanism creating the lens rotation every 70 minutes.
What is the connection between camera gear and Umpqua Lighthouse? Well it is the Fresnel
lens. Single lens reflex cameras have between the mirror and the pentaprism (or
pentamirror) a focusing screen and field/condenser lens element. Many of these elements
incorporate a Fresnel lens, which concentrates the light and bends it toward the
pentaprism. So next time you hold a SLR up to your eye, you may be looking through a
miniature piece of the Umpqua Lighthouse and you don’t have to wind it up every 70
minutes.
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Sunset shoot out
images at Umpqua
Light house taken by
Don Todd

4C’s MONOCHROME JUDGING
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2014 - 2015

On February 8th we will judge mono prints for
4C’s. Be at my house by 3:00 p.m. I hope
many people will attend. Bring drinks and
snacks if you like. We should be done by 5:00
p.m. I look forward to seeing you there.
Elise Ciraolo

Position 1 - Chris Malone
President
(541) 297 - 7961
Crewchief408 @ hotmail.com
Position 2 – Curt Benward
Vice President
(541) 269-2031
CBenward @ frontier.com

OCPA Committees:

Position 3- Carol Todd
(541) 888 - 8633
golden_shellback @ yahoo.com

4C’s EID – Tony Mason

Position 4 - Renee Marcov
Secretary
(541) 808-1362
coastalgma @ gmail. com

4C’s Color Prints – Renee Marcov

Position 5 – Dick Chambers
(541) 297-2378
picmon387 @ gmail.com

Members Only EID – All Divisions – Tony Mason

Position 6 - Bonnie Smith
(541) 294-1089
seekr50 @ aol. com

Newsletter Editor – Carol Todd

4C’s Mono Prints – Elise Ciraolo

Coos County Fair – Don & Carol Todd/Committee
Facebook – Jan Moore/Chris Malone

Members Only Prints - Carol Todd/Renee Marcov

Pony Village Shows – Bonnie Smith
Projectionist – Chris Malone

Position 7 - Kathy Chambers
(541) 297-2386
katsmijo738@gmail.com

Backup Projectionist – Vacant
Publicity –Vacant

Position 8 – Tom Branderhorst
(541)
tomartb @ charter.net

Scavenger Hunt – Board
Shootouts – Vacant
Talks and Training – Chris Malone

Position 9 - Elise Ciraolo
Treasurer
541-267-4243
e.ciraolo @ frontier.com

Web Maestro – Jan Moore
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The PROOF SHEET is published monthly by the
OREGON COAST PHOTOGRAPHERS' ASSOCIATION,
INC. and is completely supported by membership
dues. All articles, features and other material printed
do not necessarily reflect the views of OCPA's Board
of Directors, officers, membership, associated
organizations or editor(s) of this publication. Any and
all brands, products or business names listed are
copyrighted, trademarked and / or registered and
are not necessarily endorsed by OCPA (other than
our corporate sponsors).

OREGON COAST PHOTOGRAPHERS'
ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.O. Box 5646,
Charleston, OR 97420

How to Join the OCPA
Joining OCPA is very easy! Just come to one of
our meetings and check us out. If you like
what you see we'll take your membership
dues and that is it! Dues are good for one
year, from the month that you join.

Reprinting of articles from the PROOF SHEET, for use
in non-commercial photography club newsletters, is
permitted as long as the photo or article is not
copyrighted, and credit is given to the author and
this newsletter as the source of the information. Any
other type of reproduction may be done with
specifically written permission only. Inquiries about
this publication may be made by directing them to
the editor, c/o OREGON COAST PHOTOGRAPHERS'
ASSOCIATION, INC., P.O. Box 5646, Charleston, OR
97420 or ocpaproofsheet @ yahoo . com

If you want to join, but can't make a meeting,
just write a check and mail it to us:
Oregon Coast Photographers' Association, Inc.
PO Box 5646
Charleston, OR 97420
Membership Dues are $25.00 for individuals
or $35.00 for families (up to 2 adults and
any/all children 17 years and under at the
same address, everyone will have all
membership privileges except only 2 votes per
family) and are good for one year from the
date you paid.

SPECIAL THANKS TO KATHY AND RENEE FOR
PROOFING THE PROOFSHEET!

“The only photographer you should compare yourself to is the one you
used to be.” — Unknown
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