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Logging Operation by Tom Branderhorst

"Phil, my forester friend told me of an opportunity to go to a logging operation, and meet with a couple of timber
cutters, and possibly take some pictures. The timber cutting involved one old-growth fir tree, which is really
special to see. The logging operation is in the hills a little west of Camas Valley. We left early, and spent about 2
hours going through Fairview, up the Coos Bay wagon road, and then through the hills, to the logging site. Then
we hiked through the woods, and finally got to the place where the cutting took place. Even though it was almost
the end of April, Phil's truck indicated that it was 35 degrees. Fortunately | had an extra sweatshirt, because it
turned out that we were there for about 2 hours, mostly just standing around.

We met with the cutters, and they went through how they were going to approach the cutting, to prepare for
cutting the old-growth tree. They also told us exactly where they wanted us to be when they felled any tree, to
make sure we were safe. They wanted to make a clear path, so that the big tree would go down exactly where
they wanted, and not be affected by other timber. So they cut a number of smaller trees, including several 4 ft.
diameter cedars. Each tree cut was very deliberate, and took some planning. Even though both cutters had
extensive experience, 35 years and 40 years, they took their time, and carefully planned each action. Maybe
that is why they have had such a long career.

So after the smaller trees were dropped, it was time to get to the old tree. It turned out that this area was already
logged many years before, but this tree had been left. It was very obvious that this tree was much larger than
the others. The normal trees they were cutting were mostly 1-3 feet in diameter, but this one was a bit over 6
feet diameter, with branches not starting until 40-50 ft. high. With the thick branches, it was not possible to see
the top. The only possibility to show the tree size was to show Phil next to the tree, and then when the tree was
being felled, the figure of the cutter at the base of the tree.

The big chainsaw the cutters used was about 4-5 ft. long. It was definitely too short to go completely through the
tree, so the cutter had to cut from both sides alternately. Finally the tree was ready to fall, and very slowly it
started to move, and gathering speed, it finally crashed into the ground with an amazing sound and ground
tremor. It turned out that there was significant rot in the center of the tree, and the top of the tree shattered,
because of the rot.

When | was invited to go to the logging operation, | was pretty excited. My family and | have lived in this area for
a long time, and have seen logging operations many times, but always from a distance. The idea of being able
to get right close to the timber cutting seemed like a very rare opportunity as far as getting pictures, and
experiencing that work up close. | had my Nikon D7000 with me, with a medium zoom and my 55-300mm zoom.
| did not want to make the cutters feel self-conscious about me wanting to get pictures of them, but | really
wanted to get some portraits of them working. So generally | used the 55-300mm to get close, and the medium
zoom for general images. The woods were not very bright, (but once in a while the open woods in the
background were sunlit, which | needed to account for), so | needed to really be careful about the camera
settings, including upping the ISO at times, to keep the shutter speed up. Overall it was a fantastic experience. "
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